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Update on the Mid-Peninsula Highway 


by Helene Dutka 

For those naturalists, who were 
fortunate this summer to observe na¬ 
ture in all its facets and missed the 
Ministry of Transportation’s (MTO) 
latest attempt to ‘solve’ Ontario’s traf¬ 
fic woes, here is an up-date on the 
Mid-peninsula Highway. 

This proposed highway is to run 
from Fort Erie to Hamilton and join the 
407 in Halton. The fact that this road 
will pave hundreds of acres of farm¬ 
land and cut through a portion of the 
Niagara Escarpment appears irrelevant 
to MTO. Wetlands and forests are 
vital to wildlife, but if they happen to be 
in the way of the road builders, tough 
luck! 

It is also too bad if the aquifer 
becomes contaminated, the air polluted, 
and some asthma and emphysema pa¬ 
tients succumb a few years earlier to 
their conditions because of more smog 
days. “We need to get the trucks and 
the tourists moving” is one of the stand¬ 
ard replies of MTO’s leaders, besides 
the commuters are fed up with the 
bumper-to-bumper. Their hump cards 
are “the tender fruit-growers in Niagara 
demand relief from the QEW, and we 


have to consider Ontario’s economic 
future!” 

MTO takes the future very seri¬ 
ously. Their assumptions are: every¬ 
thing will stand still except the traffic 
which will reach unacceptable levels 
by 2031. The solution: build highways 
now, and worry about the consequences 
later. And it is highways they intend to 
build, and not just the Mid Peninsula 
Highway! 

In an August 29 letter to 
Burlington’s Mayor Robert Maclsaac, 
the Minister of Transportation, Nor¬ 
man Sterling, writes: "Thisproject... 
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includes the 10-year, $19 billion plan 
for investment in the province's high¬ 
ways and transit systems ”. 

A map released by MTO shows 
the mid-peninsula highway connecting 
to a new "GTA East-West Corridor" 
running from Burlington in a large curve 
through Georgetown and Brampton, 
then north of Vaughn, Richmond Hill 
and Markham before looping down past 
Peterborough to connect with the 401 
and an extended 407 somewhere near 
Cobourg. 

As for the local and more immedi¬ 
ate plan, MTO’s hand-out at their re¬ 
cent "Public Information Centres", 
identifies the proposed MPH as one of 
“the key elements in the Transporta¬ 
tion Development Strategy”. It further 
recommends ‘complementary improve¬ 
ments’ which translate into widening 
or extending all, or part of the major 
highways: QEW, 403, 406, 407, high¬ 
way 6, and respective connections. 

During the meetings this summer, 
MTO was asked time and again if the 
proposed highway would be a toll road, 
and admitted reluctantly that they are 
considering “private partnership” in¬ 
volvement. Whatever this euphemism 
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means, the public purse will be stuck 
with $1.2 billion for the Mid-Peninsula 
Highway, plus $600 million for the 
’’complimentary improvements” just in 
the Niagara/Hamilton/Halton region 
alone. 

It also appears to mean that MTO 
will put the “Transit Improvements”it 
promises on the back-burner hoping it 
will be forgotten altogether. It wants to 
build the highways first instead of in¬ 
vesting in public transit which would 
significantly reduce traffic jams caused 
by daily commuters. 

Similarly, although the Province 
leased/sold the 407, it still has the right- 
of-way for a “Transportation Corri¬ 
dor”, enough land to build public transit 
along the 407. Wouldn’t it make sense 
to leave the car at the commuter park¬ 
ing lots and take a future GO train to 
the GTA? 

But that wouldn’t suit the present 
407 consortium, nor would it suit the 
future “private partnership”, who would 
see their profits cut, if the proposed 
Mid-Peninsula didn’t get its “functional 
connection”to the 407, or if MTO were 
to work with other jurisdictions to pro¬ 
mote better land use and curb urban 
sprawl. 

MTO’s interest in solving local traf¬ 
fic jams appears secondary to its ma¬ 
jor objective. The hand-out noted above 
presents the construction of the Mid 
Peninsula Highway mostly as an op¬ 
portunity to improve U.S. border cross¬ 
ings and international trade (NAFTA?), 
as good for tourism, good for economic 
growth at the provincial and municipal 
levels. Lastly, it mentions the “protec¬ 
tion and preservation of tender 
fruitlands”, and something very con¬ 


fusing, “Protect a well planned corri¬ 
dor to minimize impacts associated with 
highway development.” 

First, I hope, the tender fruit grow¬ 
ers won’t feel betrayed when the QEW 
is being widened anyway. Secondly, 
will the road builders be told not to be 
careless when they cut a “well planned 
corridor” across the Niagara Escarp¬ 
ment" to make sure the impact is mini¬ 
mal? It would seem, only a "common 
sense" government can make sense of 
that statement! 

I live on the Escarpment and have 
a vested interest in detouring the Mid 
Peninsula Highway. We don’t own a 
lot of land, but we consider ourselves 
‘stewards’ of what we have and we 
share it with the creatures of the land. 
We see the trees of the Escarpment as 
part of the next generations’ legacy to 
which they are entitled for fresh air. 

We enjoy the Bruce Trail behind 
us and are grateful to the landowners 
for letting us hike on it. Cows and 
horses are part of this rural landscape 
which is threatened if hundreds of 
trucks are allowed to roar down to¬ 
wards the 407, polluting the air, the 
water, and the land. 

There must be other people all 
along this proposed highway, who also 
see themselves as caretakers of their 
orchards, farms, and dairy cows. There 
are also truckers and businesses whose 
livelihood depend on roads, but I find it 
difficult to imagine they wouldn’t be 
concerned about the quality of life for 
themselves and their children, and 
wouldn’t welcome alternatives. 

Nobody is advocating to go back 
to horse and buggy. Roads are part of 


our society, but do we sacrifice some 
of Ontario’s best land to be paved over 
just because NAFTA and big busi¬ 
ness, and private partnerships think the 
Ontario taxpayer owes them subsidies? 

The planners at MTO are employ¬ 
ees and bureaucrats, who for the most 
part do the job they’re told to do. It is 
the politicians in power who have to 
realize building the Mid-Peninsula High¬ 
way does not make sense, and we, the 
voters, will have to convince them. 
There is strength in numbers and there 
is hope. 

There's more about this highway 
at www.midpeninsulahighwav.on.ca. 
(Caution, this is MTO’s website) and 
www.cope-nomph.org (this is Citizens 
Opposed Paving the Escarpment’s 
website). ^ 

Diesel Exhaust 
Causes Cancer 

In early September a U.S. Envi¬ 
ronmental Protection Agency report 
concluded that inhaling diesel exhaust 
can cause cancer in humans. Evidence 
has been gathered. 

“It is reasonable to presume that 
the hazard extends to environmental 
exposure levels” the report noted. ‘The 
potential human health effects of die¬ 
sel exhausts is persuasive, even though 
assumptions and uncertainties are in¬ 
volved.” 

It is already known that diesel ex-'' 
haust causes short-term health prob¬ 
lems and is a chronic respiratory hazard 
that contributes to asthma. In some 
urban areas, diesel exhaust accounts 
for as much as 25% of airborne 
particulates. ^ 


page 26 



October 2002 


The Wood Duck 


Southern Ontario Woodlands Conservation Challenge 


by Louise Unitt 

Picture this if you will: You are on 
holiday at an idyllic country getaway, 
when suddenly the silence is rent by 
the shrill whine of a lawnmower. You’d 
probably be more than a little ticked 
off. But when it happened to Andy 
Kenney, a professor at the University 
of Toronto’s Faculty of Forestry, the 
incident transcended any personal an¬ 
noyance. 

For Dr. Kenney, who is currently 
investigating the impacts of urban de¬ 
velopment on woodlands ecosystems, 
the lawn mower serenade served as a 
demonstration of his observations. 
Thanks to the migration of city dwell¬ 
ers toting city attitudes, a country re¬ 
treat had morphed into a “small town 
with a hole in the middle of it, full of 
water”. The line between urban and 
rural is blurring as urban growth over¬ 
flows its borders. 

Dr. Kenney supports the current 
shift in emphasis from the manage¬ 
ment of individual woodlots (micro¬ 
sites), towards conservation efforts at 
the broader landscape level. 

This focus on the Big Picture is 
exemplified by the Southern Ontario 
Woodlands Project, an initiative of the 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists 
(FON). In addition to his teaching and 
research duties at the University of 
Toronto, Dr. Kenney assumed the role 
of Project Co-ordinator in 2000. We 
were fortunate to be able to welcome 
him to the September 9/02 HNC meet¬ 
ing, our season opener, at which he 
informed/updated us on the project. 


Mindful that the connection be¬ 
tween urban forestry and rural wood¬ 
lands might be less than obvious to us, 
Dr. Kenney provided a definition of 
urban forestry: “forestry in the inhab¬ 
ited landscape”. This meaning broad¬ 
ens the scope of urban forestry, 
reflecting the fluidity of its boundaries. 

The geographical area concerned 
- Southern Ontario - is designated in a 
provincial policy statement as “south 
and east of the Canadian Shield”. An 
accompanying slide presentation dis¬ 
played a map of “woodlands at risk”, 
denoting areas of woodland loss in gray. 

What causes can we assign to these 
gray areas? Although much maligned 
and undeniably a problem, logging is 
not the main threat to woodlots, in that 
at least something is usually left behind 
to provide a basis for regeneration. 

On the other hand, the construc¬ 
tion of subdivisions and roads engen¬ 
dered by urban sprawl is a graver 
menace. Trees are razed, ground 
leveled, soil scraped off, pavement laid: 
nothing remains. It’s less a matter of 
forest degradation than of decimation 
(Agriculture’s role is considered to fall 
somewhere in between logging and 
building.) 

In 1999, the FON hosted a major 
conference on southern Ontario wood¬ 
lands at Trent University. The initia¬ 
tive was launched as a collaborative 
venture with stakeholder groups. Stra¬ 
tegic partnerships were formed with 
forest producers, developers, agricul¬ 
tural and transportation interests, land- 
owners, and the public. The group’s 


mission was voiced in the bold state¬ 
ment that “in 20 years, the culture of 
woodland conservation will be changed 
in Southern Ontario”. 

In June 2001 a follow-up confer¬ 
ence called “Woods Talk” was held at 
York University. It featured workshops 
on woodland research, education, plan¬ 
ning, restoration and best practices, 
and the distribution of several FON 
publications. An 'e-symposium' was 
generated as “a forum for idea ex¬ 
change and review”. A group called 
Woodland Headlines was formed to 
“share local ideas and information” 
about “interesting initiatives, partner¬ 
ships, programs, resources from south¬ 
ern Ontario.” 

The first step in protecting priority 
woodlands was to devise a means of 
identifying them. A list of common cri¬ 
teria for assessing a woodlot’s eco¬ 
logical significance was developed and 
agreed upon. The seven major criteria 
are as follows: woodland patch size, 
forest interior, proximity (to other land¬ 
scape features), hydrological linkages, 
diversity, age, and rare species. There 
are a number of lesser criteria, such as 
individual large trees and lack of dis¬ 
turbance. 

Fifty municipalities have been sur¬ 
veyed, and Dr. Kenney advised that 
some municipalities are now implement¬ 
ing these criteria to some degree in 
their management strategies. Project 
participants are working to compile a 
manual, together with case studies, as 
a guide for municipalities in their land- 
use planning. 
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Conservation and restoration ef¬ 
forts are aimed at building on core 
areas and re-connecting corridors. The 
idea is to concentrate action where it 
will be most fruitful. To assist in the 
selection process, Dr. Kenney has de¬ 
veloped a system by which every fea¬ 
ture on the landscape is rated, and 
awarded plus or minus points. A map 
entitled “The Big and Bigger Picture” 
illustrates the concept, providing a vi¬ 
sion of what Southern Ontario’s for¬ 
ests (Carolinian Canada) should look 
like. 

The land is divided up using a grid 
system, with values assigned not to 
individual woodlots but to pixel net¬ 
works. Values within each square are 
added up in order to assign it a weight. 
For example, if a square contains a 
wetland (+5), a stream corridor (+3), 
and an extraction site (-5), the combi¬ 
nation of features generates +3 points 
for that square. The presence of inte¬ 
rior forest augments a square’s rating 
by +2, while an urban area within its 
borders will knock its score down by a 
whopping minus 10 points. 

By consulting this map, a planner 
can select areas with good features 
for use as potential linkages across 
landscapes. Such lands can become 
integrated with significant woodlands 
already in existence. 

There is recognition that working 
forests are part of the landscape, and 
plans are afoot to adopt improved har¬ 
vesting practices. A Training Registry 
has been developed from within the 
forest workers industry itself. By con¬ 
sulting the registry, a landowner could 
identify individuals who abide by sound 
forestry principles. The idea is that 


preferential treatment towards these 
professionals should result in fewer 
“bad operators” in the industry. 

On a map entitled “Urban Forests 
Woodland Cover 1998”, some areas 
are left blank, giving the map the ap¬ 
pearance of an unfinished jigsaw puz¬ 
zle. The map legend labels these as 
“municipalities with no data”. Dr. 
Kenney would like to see the missing 
pieces filled in. It is his position that 
even the “hard core” urban forest 
should fit into the functioning landscape, 
along with woodlots. 

The cityscape is, in fact, an area 
of particular interest for Dr. Kenney, 
who is investigating the relationship 
between urban design and the extent 
of urban forest canopies. Statistics on 
“Air pollution sequestered by Toron¬ 
to’s urban forest in 1998” reveal that 
city trees perform valiantly. In one 
year alone, trees sequestered (rendered 
inactive) 997 metric tons of pollutants, 
while shrubs sequestered 541 metric 
tons! The forests of Toronto merit re¬ 
spect for their significant contributions: 
they sequester 28,000 metric tons of 
carbon every year. 

In new subdivisions, a freshly 
planted tree hardly stands a chance. In 
preparing the site, the topsoil was re¬ 
moved and the subsoil spread onto the 
surface, a hole bored through clay, and 
the tree dropped in. The soil it is forced 
to live in was originally eight feet down 
where trees don’t put in roots - an 
unpromising start for a fledgling tree. 

In an attempt to limit urban sprawl, 
density is a pervasive urban planning 
strategy. This approach curtails “po¬ 
tential leaf density” in a neighborhood. 


Laying out wider sidewalks restricts 
species that will fit into the limited 
space available: a compact variety such 
as a linden thus supplants the stately 
oak. A “starter mansion” may leave 
room only for the diminutive crabapple 
tree. Dr. Kenney told us that a group 
at the University of Toronto is explor¬ 
ing the culture of rooftop and vertical 
gardens, to try to compensate for dearth 
of space at ground level. 

In Toronto, a project called “Trees 
Count” is under way. It gets volun¬ 
teers involved in taking inventory of 
neighborhood trees. Dr. Kenney told 
us that the response from homeown¬ 
ers has been most encouraging, with 
most of them warmly welcoming the 
data collectors into their yards. Many 
features are identified, including the 
condition and species of the trees. 

Dr. Kenney’s raising of this topic 
provided HNC President Brian 
McHattie with a perfect lead-in: he 
announced that the City of Hamilton is 
currently developing a woodlands 
policy, and suggested that tree inven¬ 
torying be undertaken here in Hamil¬ 
ton. Brian invited interested members 
to contact either Conservation/Educa¬ 
tion Director Diane Green or himself. 

The 5th Canadian Urban Forest 
Conference, “Urban Forest Planning: 
Sustainable Forests for Healthy Com¬ 
munities”, will be held in Markham 
from October 7-9. For details, check 
out their website at www.event- 
horizons.com/cufc5. Thank you, Dr. 
Kenney, for a vivid and informative 
presentation of the challenges and di¬ 
rection of woodland conservation in 
southern Ontario, m 
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A Fishing Trip to Spooky Hollow 


I found this article, written in 
August 1921 by my grandfather, H. 
G. Smyth, in a newsletter published 
for the workers of the Imperial 
Cotton Company Ltd. in Hamilton. 
Given the name of the newsletter, 

“The Fabricator", perhaps some 
statements about this fishing trip to 
Spooky Hollow should be taken with 
a grain of salt. - Diane Green 

By H. G. S. 

On Saturday, May 21st, two mem¬ 
bers of this organization along with 
three of their friends, started out for a 
place called “Spooky Hollow” near 
Normandale and about 53 miles from 
Hamilton. The idea of the trip was to 
catch a carload or two of that elusive 
member of the finny tribe, the Brook 
Trout. 

To begin with there was some¬ 
thing missing which generally goes 
along on fishing trips and Bill kept re¬ 
minding the party about every half hour 
that they would have no luck, because 
sad to relate it was a bone dry fishing 
trip. The shipment was overdue. 

The second disappointment was to 
find that the good streams were re¬ 
served and had “No fishing allowed” 
signs posted. The farmers whose prop¬ 
erty these streams run through sell the 
fi shin g privileges to individuals or clubs, 
and it is up to the farmer to keep all 
others out, and the only alternative is to 
fish in the streams that are not posted, 
and naturally these streams are fished 
out shortly after the season opens on 
May 1 st . 

However, to get away from all 
alibis and back to the fishing, they 


caught two enormous trout that meas¬ 
ured almost four inches in length and 
about 4,000,000 mosquito bites from a 
species that were as big as aeroplanes. 

It has been said on good authority 
that it was on account of these same 
mosquitos that Miss Cattell of our of¬ 
fice staff left Simcoe, which is in the 
same neck of the woods, as one of 


them attempted to carry her off one 
day and almost succeeded. They are 
all dolled up with black and white stripes 
painted around their bodies, and have 
beaks on them like hummingbirds. 

These pests and the stories, that 
Bill told of fishing in Nova Scotia forced 
the gang to call quits. Bill says that 
trout are so plentiful in Nova Scotia 


In Memorium: Eunice Smillie 1918-2001 


by Lois Evans 

Several months ago the Hamil¬ 
ton Naturalists’ Club lost a long-time 
member and supporter. Bom in Ham¬ 
ilton, Bermuda, Eunice Smillie spent 
most of her youth in London, On¬ 
tario. A few years after her arrival in 
Hamilton in 1943 to pursue a career 
in teaching, she became a member 
of our Club. 

Over the next twenty years, 
Eunice took an active role in all as¬ 
pects of the Club’s activities includ¬ 
ing several years of writing for and 
helping with the publication of the 
Wood Duck. However, this was but 
one very small part of Eunice’s very 
busy life. A respected educator, she 
spent most of her career working 
with pupils with special needs. In 
1967, Eunice became principal of 
Briarwood Girls’ Vocational School. 
Following her retirement from this 
position, she spent three years with 
CUSO in Botswana assisting in the 
teacher training program there. 

As well as her active involve¬ 
ment with her church, it was her 
work with Amnesty International and 


the Elizabeth Fry Society which took 
up much of her time. Over the years, 
as the meetings and work of the lat¬ 
ter society conflicted with our Club 
meetings, she found it increasingly 
difficult to find time to pursue her 
lifelong interest in the natural world. 
Whenever I met Eunice in recent 
years she always expressed regret 
at no longer being able to fit the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club into her 
busy life. 

Having travelled with her and 
worked with her professionally, it was 
with Eunice that I attended my first 
HNC meeting. Although in awe of 
her many accomplishments, I shall 
remember Eunice most for the hint 
of laughter ever present in her voice, 
and her ability to always see the posi¬ 
tive side of any situation. 

From Eunice’s estate, four car¬ 
tons of natural history books have 
been made available to member of 
our Club. These will be put out prior 
to the October meeting for anyone to 
take as additions to their personal 
library, or as a token of remembrance 
of this truly remarkable woman. 
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that when it rains you can sit on your 
front doorstep and haul them out of the 
gutters on the roadside, and at night 
you have to lock your doors and win¬ 
dows to keep them from getting into 
the house and disturbing your slum¬ 
bers. 

By the time Bill got this off his 
chest the hungry and dry fishermen 
had reached the road where they had 
left the car; all but Bert, who had gone 
in the other direction. 

Buster stood on the little bridge, 
where the stream ran under the road, 
with a sad far-way look in his eye, and 
no doubt thought of the day gone by. 
As he gazed he remarked that he 
thought about all this stream was good 
for was to float boats in and run under 
bridges. 

The rest of the boys were sitting 
on the roadside with thoughts some¬ 
what similar to friend Buster’s, when 
they were rudely awakened by some¬ 
thing that came crashing through the 
bush from the side, where Bert went in 
to fish, and all that could be seen was 
some wild thing that made more noise 
than a bull moose, knocking over 
bushes, saplings or anything it came in 
contact with, and it seemed to be 
traveling under a sort of smoke bar¬ 
rage, which kept heading toward the 
road. 

Much to the boys surprise it turned 
out to be Bert, followed by 3,752,421 
mosquitos, actual count, and as he 
reached the road he flattened himself 
full length alongside the stream to get a 
drink, and in doing so he struck his 
thumb on top of a hornet, which 
promptly reminded him that the mos¬ 
quito did not have the sting market 


cornered. After all this excitement, 
the party cleared up the lunch and 
started for home. 

The best surprise of the day was 


by Jason Thorne 

The Coalition on the Niagara Es¬ 
carpment (CONE) has called on On¬ 
tario Minister of Environment Chris 
Stockwell to refer the proposed Mid- 
Peninsula Highway to the province’s 
Environmental Review Tribunal for a 
full, independent public hearing under 
the Environmental Assessment Act. 

The Environmental Assessment 
Act gives the Minister the power to 
refer any project to an independent 
public hearing before the Environmen¬ 
tal Review Tribunal. Unfortunately, 
since the current provincial govern¬ 
ment overhauled the Act in 1996, only 
two environmental projects have been 
referred to independent hearings, and 
only one has been rejected or refused. 

As any veteran of the Red Hill 
Creek Expressway battles will know, 
environmental assessment in Ontario 
has become little more than a rubber 
stamp, project approval process. But 
this has to change. If the provincial 
government is serious about solving 
this region’s transportation problems in 
an environmentally-ffiendly way, they 
must commit to an environmental as¬ 
sessment which looks at the full range 
of possible alternatives and which in¬ 
cludes an independent public hearing 
before the Environmental Review Tri¬ 
bunal. 


when they landed back at “Tillows”, 
and somehow or another he dug up 
several large jugs of ice cold LEM¬ 
ONADE. Ask Bill about it. ^ 


Unfortunately, the Ministry of 
Transportation seems intent on avoid¬ 
ing the scrutiny of a full environmental 
assessment. 

They have embarked on a Needs 
Assessment study in order to narrow 
the options down before the assess¬ 
ment even starts. That Needs As¬ 
sessment has been criticized by citizens, 
environmental groups and even many 
municipalities and government agen¬ 
cies for being heavily biased. It seemed 
to begin with a pre-determined out¬ 
come - that a new highway on the 
Niagara Peninsula was needed - and 
then stacked the deck with various 
assumptions that would guarantee that 
the Needs Assessment study supported 
this conclusion. 

If the Ministry of Transportation 
gets its way, the Needs Assessment 
will be used to exclude discussions 
about need and alternatives during the 
environmental assessment process. All 
that citizens will be allowed to do is to 
compare the merits of one highway 
route versus another route a few dozen 
metres away. The fact that there will 
be a highway will be indisputable. 

You can view CONE’s frill sub¬ 
mission on theirr web site at 
www.niagaraescarnment.org .You can 
contact CONE at (416) 960-2008, or 
cone@niagaraescarpment.org §1 


CONE Asks for Public Hearings on the 
Proposed Mid-Peninsula Highway 
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Annual Reports of the Directors of the HNC 


The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is engaged in a wide 
variety of activities. These are led by the fourteen Club 
Directors as well as a number of coordinators. Below we 
present the annual reports prepared by the Directors of the 
Club. Together they provide a summary of the Club’s activi¬ 
ties over the past year and give an accounting to the mem¬ 


bers in advance of the Club’s Annual General Meeting 
which will take place on October 7th as part of the monthly 
membership meeting. The AGM will select the Directors for 
2002-2003. It will also include a number of short feature 
presentations by Club members including slide shows on 
Falconwatch 2002 and Ferns of Bruce County. 


President’s Report 

by Brian McHattie 

I think its fair to say that 2001/ 
2002 was a typical year for the HNC - 
that is, incredibly productive, full of 
great hikes and monthly presentations, 
and ground-breaking results in Hamil¬ 
ton and area nature education and pro¬ 
tection circles! 

I had the joy of working with a 
prolific Board of Directors who took 
on all sorts of tasks with relish, coming 
back for more, always with a smile. 
On your behalf, I would like to thank 
the Board for its sound and visionary 
management of the Club. At your be¬ 
hest, I am honored to be asked to stay 
on as President for a second year. 
Special thanks to Glenn Barrett, for 
agreeing to stay on as Past-President 
for a second term. 

As President, I have had the op¬ 
portunity to be active in many Club 
projects and activities, by participating 
on committees, writing letters and 
chairing Board and monthly Club meet¬ 
ings. In 2001/2002, we continued two 
of the most ambitious projects in Club 
history - Nature in Your Neighbour¬ 
hood, and Nature Counts. 

Nature in Your Neighbourhood 
(NIYN) contributes to nature educa¬ 
tion activities in Hamilton. Following 


on with our key role on the Coalition on 
Pesticide Use in Hamilton, we co-or- 
ganised , a one-day naturalisation ex¬ 
travaganza at the Royal Botanical 
Gardens. We also worked with schools 
to challenge for students to prepare 
nature art (displayed for the month of 
September 2002 at the Hamilton City 
Centre), and we are soon to publish a 
set of pocket field guides geared to¬ 
wards schools and scout/guiding 
groups. 

Sadly for us, NIYN Coordinator 
Laurel Mclvor moved on to follow her 
love of travel and adventure, and she 
will be sorely missed. However, we 
can't believe our luck in hiring a new 
Coordinator, Mamie Branfireun - an 
incredibly talented and organised natu¬ 
ralist who is currently taking the project 
to new heights. 

Our second main undertaking, the 
Nature Counts natural areas inventory 
project, completed its second and final 
field season with many new species 
records that will bolster the conserva¬ 
tion status of existing environmentally 
significant areas, and lead to the identi¬ 
fication of new areas. 

Nature Counts improves upon our 
1991 Natural Areas Inventory by in¬ 
corporating the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources’ Ecological Land 
Classification system, and including 


computerized mapping. This project is 
managed by the highly capable Jill 
Dwyer, with a great team of field bi¬ 
ologists and data specialists, including 
Jay Lindsay, our geographic informa¬ 
tion system wizard. 

Club members will be pleased to 
know that a mini Nature Counts project 
in 2000 has led Hamilton City staff to 
recommend the inclusion of over 20 
new Environmentally Significant Ar¬ 
eas (ESAs) in the Official Plan. 

Thanks to the many individuals who 
have helped out on these two major 
projects, especially, Club Treasurer, 
Betty Blashill, who has to keep close 
track of diverse and complicated fi¬ 
nances (Betty also keeps our website 
current and innovative); former HNC 
President, Bruce Duncan, who has 
guided the Nature Counts project on a 
day to day basis from his position at 
the Hamilton Conservation Authority; 
and long-time member Barb McKean 
who has kept a sharp eye on the NIYN 
project from her environmental educa¬ 
tion post at the RBG. 

As President some of my duties 
have included, chairing the Nature 
Counts Technical Steering Committee, 
co-chairing the Action 2020 Natural 
Areas and Corridors Task Force, pro¬ 
viding HNC comments on the Parks 
Canada Marine Conservation Discov- 
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ery Centre (set to open in fall, 2003), 
working to ensure the protection of the 
provincially significant Eramosa Karst 
lands in upper Stoney Creek, promot¬ 
ing Hamilton as an ecotourism destina¬ 
tion (“City of Waterfalls”) and as 
always assisting in the ongoing effort 
to protect the Red Hill Valley from 
misguided plans for an expressway. 

Many thanks to all of the unsung 
HNC volunteers who assisted in Club 
projects such as the task of monitoring 
HNC e-mail, conducted by past Presi¬ 
dent, Marg Walton. 

In 2002/2003, the Board hopes to 
spend more time assisting Club mem¬ 
bers in Halton Region. To this end, we 
are poised to begin (funders willing) 
the Halton Natural Areas Inventory 
project in early 2003, in partnership 
with the Halton North Peel, and South 
Peel Naturalists’ Clubs. I encourage 
all Club members, particularly those of 
you from Halton, to bring your ideas 
and energy to the attention of your 
Board of Directors - we need to know 
what you’re thinking! 

Vice-President’s 

Report 

By Brian Wylie 

I’m pleased to report that my main 
goal, to have our hard-working Presi¬ 
dent Brian McHattie serve another 
year, was satisfied. Brian is extremely 
active and I felt, along with others, that 
our club would benefit from his contin¬ 
ued leadership. 

As Vice-President I chair meet¬ 
ings in Brian’s absence, complete an 
annual inventory of the Club’s items 
and renew our liability insurance. On 


occasion I represent the Club at vari¬ 
ous functions. 

On September 7, 2002 myself and 
Mamie Branfireun, our “Nature in Your 
Neighbourhood” Coordinator, were 
pleased to attend the opening of Ham¬ 
ilton Arts Council show at the Hamil¬ 
ton City Center. Along with the works 
of leading area artists were displayed 
116 submissions by local school chil¬ 
dren to our “Naturally Hamilton” cal¬ 
endar project. 

I am also the volunteer coordina¬ 
tor and would like to encourage and 
invite our members to give a little of 
their time to help out in one of our 
many activities. 

Past-President’s 

Report 

by Glenn Barrett 

Another year, another Director’s 
report. I cannot believe how fast the 
weeks seem to go by. I attribute much 
of that speed to the number and diver¬ 
sity of activities and projects that have 
made up the past year for the Hamil¬ 
ton Naturalists’ Club. 

As Past-President, I have contin¬ 
ued to be involved in a number of these 
Club projects by being a member on 
the steering committee for Nature-in- 
Your-Neighbourhood, the Hamilton 
Community Peregrine Project (aka 
Falcon Watch), and the ‘Birds of Ham¬ 
ilton’ book project. I have also repre¬ 
sented the Club as part of the Technical 
Advisory Committee for the Giant’s 
Rib Discovery Centre project. 

During the 2001-2002 year I have 
also continued to be involved in the 


recognition of Club Volunteers of the 
Year, along with a new commemora¬ 
tive historical plaque project of which I 
will describe in more detail in an 
upcoming issue of the Wood Duck. In 
2001-20021 have also been involved in 
a Board initiative to approach local 
Burlington/Hamilton area companies 
regarding their potential sponsorship 
of Club projects. 

As Past-President I chair the 
Nominations Committee and with the 
help of Bill Lamond, John Struger and 
others we have found an excellent slate 
of new Directors to replace those who 
are leaving the Board. 

On behalf of the Club I would like 
to thank the exiting Directors for the 
time and dedication they have put into 
their positions on the Board, and with 
the same breath I would like to wel¬ 
come the incoming Directors to the 
Board. We look forward to your ideas 
and enthusiasm towards the goals of 
the HNC. 

I am looking forward to continuing 
to work with the many talented and 
dedicated individuals that make up the 
HNC as I enter my second term as 
Past-President. 

Sanctuary Report 

by Warren Beacham 

This has been a busy year for your 
Sanctuary Committee. I took over from 
Frank Morley in October, and we were 
active both at the Sanctuaries and with 
their promotion and administration. 

John Fischer, with Betty Blashill’s 
help, was able to bring to life Gayle 
Hutchings’ elegant design for a Sanc¬ 
tuary logo. We now have the compu- 
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ter tape for embroidering of the three 
crossed leaves, Sassafras, Magnolia 
and Tulip. We did a t-shirt order with 
the new logo, and long serving Sanctu¬ 
ary Committee members received shirts 
in recognition of their commitment to 
our Sanctuaries. The t-shirts, in two 
colours, Egyptian cotton and light blue, 
are also for sale to members at the 
membership table. The cost is $20. 

We are in the process of publish¬ 
ing a new Sanctuary brochure. After 
our additions to Spooky Hollow in 1993 
and Short Hills in 1999, as well as the 
establishment of a number of Sanctu¬ 
ary funds, the old brochure had be¬ 
come out of date. 

The new brochure is in the final 
stages of proofing and will soon be 
going to the printers. All members will 
receive a copy of the new brochure 
with an upcoming edition of the Wood 
Duck. 

1 Much thanks to Marg Walton, who 
with Frank Morley spent a winter’s 
day tramping through out the sanctuar¬ 
ies with her backpack GPS, and many 
long hours working at the computer to 
create accurate and detailed maps of 
the sanctuaries for the new brochure. 
The Publications Committee also helped 
with proofing and came up with the 
new layout. 

The mild winter this year allowed 
us to get in two trips to Spook Hollow 
for habitat restoration work. This was 
the fifth year we have earned out this 
type of work, on three different sites. 

The work involves removing plan¬ 
tation White Pines to allow for the 
restoration of Oak Savannah. Thanks 
to the many volunteers who attended 


these sessions, and special thanks to 
the cooks, who kept us well fed! 

The winter was not without it’s 
severe weather though. A combina¬ 
tion of wind and ice had a dramatic 
affect on the trees in the south end of 
Spooky. A large number of branches 
were broken and a few trees where 
brought down. Some trails were com¬ 
pletely blocked in places with debris. 

A work party in late March cleared 
most of the debris along the Marion 
Shivas, Landon and Hemlock loop trails. 
Work still needs to be done to clear the 
Oak Circles trail. 

A spring bus trip was held to Short 
Hills this year. We visited the Comfort 
Maple as well as explored the new 
addition. We had a beautiful day and 
celebrated with cake after lunch. We 
were joined by members of the Chest¬ 
nut Survey team, who are mapping all 
the American Chestnut trees in On¬ 
tario. A number of these rare trees 
were found that day at Short Hills, as 
well as previously at Spooky Hollow. I 
am awaiting a report on their findings. 

The Sanctuary Committee contin¬ 
ues to be involved in using the funds 
available to help promote habitat pres¬ 
ervation. The HNC has given hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of dollars in the 
past to help preserve habitat and will 
continue this important work. 

We are currently holding funds for 
a project on Pelee Island. If this project 
does not pan out, a number of other 
significant and worthwhile projects de¬ 
serve our attention. There may also be 
a local connection. Conservation 
Hailton has recently purchase a prop¬ 
erty in Hamilton that we may contrib¬ 


ute to and possibly help manage. A 
plan of action will be presented to the 
Board in the upcoming months. 

The Sanctuary Committee has 
greatly benefited from the time HNC 
members have put into it this year, but 
your continued support is needed to 
help us ensure our two incredible prop¬ 
erties are maintained for eternity. As 
well as spring and fall work parties, we 
meet 4-5 times a year to handle the 
administration of the Sanctuaries and 
the Habitat Preservation funds. Please 
consider joining us. 

Program Report 

by Tom Crooks 

The variety of topics and the qual¬ 
ity of our guest speakers was rein¬ 
forced by good attendance numbers at 
our monthly meetings for the 2001/ 
2002 session. Once again the topics 
suggested by your Directors and a 
number of members made my task of 
assembling the session programme 
easy. Your 2002/2003 programme re¬ 
flects the same quality of topic ideas 
input. 

I have enjoyed my tenure as your 
Programme Director and shall endeav¬ 
our to .ensure a smooth transition oc¬ 
curs as your new Director takes the 
reins in October 2002. 

Report from your 
Social Director 

by Elaine Serena 

Welcome back to a new season 
with the HNC! I hope you all enjoyed 
the great summer and I look forward 
to seeing you at the refreshment table 
at our regular meetings through the 
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winter and spring, I also hope to meet 
you out on various of the exciting field 
events that Bill Lamond has organised 
for us all. 

I would like to thank Bill for pro¬ 
viding organic cider for the meetings 
and making hot cider in the winter, 
which was very popular. 

Debbie, Diane,Roger and Margery 
were great helpers at the social table 
last year and I thank them all for their 
cheerful, willing support and assistance. 
Now Diane and Debbie are moving on 
to other ventures, and it would be re¬ 
ally appreciated if a few other mem¬ 
bers could help with setting up the 
refreshment table and serving drinks 
and snacks at the beginning of our 
meetings, then washing up and tidying 
away the mugs and trays afterwards. 

If you can help, please email me at 
eserena@attcanada.ca o r call 905 639 
2702. Many thanks. 

Membership 

Report 

by Jean Stollard 

Our past season has been an ac¬ 
tive one for Membership. Since Janu¬ 
ary, we have welcomed 53 new 
members to the Club. Since May of 
this year, 24 new members have joined, 
compared to 8 new members who 
joined in the same period last year, an 
increase of 200%. At present we have 
552 members. 

I would like to thank Daphne Payne 
and Jim Stollard for their ongoing help 
at the Membership table and Betty 
Blashill and Jocelyn Neysmith for help¬ 
ing out when needed. A special thanks 
goes to Jill Simpson, a new member, 


who at the September meeting, found 
herself working hard at the Member¬ 
ship table. 

Starting at the October meeting 
Membership cards will be available to 
those who have renewed their mem¬ 
bership. Please drop by the Member¬ 
ship table and pick yours up. You will 
be able to pick up your card at the 
Membership table until January. Cards 
not picked up by then will be mailed in 
February along with the tax receipts. 

Publications 
Director Report 

by Don McLean 

The annual task of preparing a 
director’s report has the pleasant ef¬ 
fect of requiring me to sit down and 
look over the past year’s issues of the 
Wood Duck, and to reflecting again 
on how many people contribute to make 
this monthy newsletter a reality. 

First though, thanks are due to Bill 
Lamond and Tom Crooks for putting 
together the current issue of Dates to 
Remember. For the second year in a 
row, Bill has found even more walk 
leaders and scheduled even more field 
events. 

Thanks are also due to the Warren 
Beacham and his Sanctuary Commit¬ 
tee who have now finalized a new 
sanctuaries brochure which we hope 
to have in your hands in late October. 
Other publications are moving along 
from the Nature Counts and Nature in 
Your Neighbourhood projects and 
should be produced over the next few 
months. 

In the last year, some sixty people 


wrote articles for the Wood Duck. 
More than a third of them wrote more 
than one, and several were in nearly 
every issue. 

At the top of the latter list, as 
usual, is Rob Dobos, whose compila¬ 
tion of Bird Records provides four to 
six pages of nearly every issue, and 
who still finds time to write a few 
additional articles. 

Mike Rowlands is also there every 
issue with his report on the meetings of 
the Bird Study Group. Mike faces the 
monthly challenge of covering an event 
that usually takes place a day or two 
after my deadline, but is so certain to 
deliver within 24 hours of the BSG 
gathering, that it’s easy to reserve a 
spot for him report. 

Jim and Jean Stollard’s names also 
appear in just about every issue. For 
several years they have written the 
reports on our monthly meetings. This 
fall they have passed that task onto 
Louise Unitt whose report on the Sep¬ 
tember meeting you’ll find in this issue. 
Rob, Mike, Jim and Jean have been 
the certainties for me over the past 
year. 

Alongside them, a string of present 
and past Board members can be 
counted on to provide frequent contri¬ 
butions. These are led by President 
Brian McHattie, Past President Glenn 
Barrett, Field Events Director Bill 
Lamond, and previous Board members 
Jocelyn Neysmith and Frank Morely. 

Each of these people wrote at least 
five articles in the past year. Bill has 
made an additional contribution by en¬ 
couraging field events leaders to find 
someone to ‘write up’ their walks for 
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the Duck. This has been the main 
source of new writers over the past 
year. Other frequent contributors in the 
last 12 months include Dean Gugler, 
Bob Curry, Laurel Mclvor and Audrey 
Gamble. 

Ron Hepworth filled many pages 
in the February and April issues with 
his amazing 30 years of records of the 
first flowering and pollen dates for plant 
species in the Brantford area. This 
type of contribution, like Rob’s bird 
records, help maintain the Wood 
Duck's long-standing reputation as a 
scientific journal, as well as a club 
newsletter. 

Last, but certainly not least, im¬ 
mense credit goes to Norm Ralston 
and his group of volunteers who mail 
out the Wood Ducke ach month. Norm 
celebrated his 90th birthday this past 
year by continuing to stuff envelopes 
and do all the other things that guaran¬ 
tee you get your newsletter month af¬ 
ter month. 

For me, this fall marks the end of 
five years as the editor of the Wood 
Duck, and the mandatory point of step¬ 
ping down from the Board of Direc¬ 
tors. A new volunteer has been found 
to take over the editing task after the 
formal elections at the October meet¬ 
ing. 

His name is Carl Rothfels and I 
and the nominating committee couldn’t 
be more pleased at this ‘catch’. You’ve 
seen a bit of Carl’s writing over the 
past year as our “naturalist abroad”. 
We discovered him (or he discovered 
us) while he completed his education 
at McMaster. Now he’s recently ac¬ 
cepted a position with the Royal Bo¬ 


tanical Gardens, so we’re hopeful that 
we’re going to be able to nail his wan¬ 
dering feet to Hamilton soil. 

I’ll be moving over to join Rob 
Dobos, Jean Stollard, Lois Evans and 
Susan Doka on the publications com¬ 
mittee. This group oversees everything 
that the Club prints including the Wood 
Duck, Dates to Remember, the Sanc¬ 
tuary brochure (a new one is just about 
ready) and the books and reports from 
our special projects. Much thanks to 
all of them for all their assistance over 
the past year. 

Minutes of the 
Annual General 
Meeting 

October 15, 2001 

1. Call to Order 

The Annual General Meeting of 
the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club was 
called to order on October 15, 2001 at 
the Royal Botanical Gardens Centre 
auditorium. 

2. Appointment of Chairper¬ 
son and Secretary 

Moved by Bob Curry and sec¬ 
onded by Bill Lamond that Glenn Barrett 
act as chairperson and that Margaret 
McFadyen act as secretary for the 
meeting. Carried. 

3. Quorum 

Notice having been given to all 
members pursuant to The Wood Duck 
and there being at least 30 members 
present, the Annual Meeting was de¬ 
clared duly constituted. 

4. Minutes of the last Annual 


Meeting 

Moved by Sheldon McGregor and 
seconded by Heather Wilson that the 
minutes of the Annual General Meet¬ 
ing held on October 2“* 2000 be ac¬ 
cepted as distributed. Carried. 

In accordance with the practice of 
the last few years, a summary of the 
Club’s activities for this past year ap¬ 
peared in the October issue of The 
Wood Duck. There were no ques¬ 
tions which any member wanted to 
ask concerning those activities. There 
were no questions of any kind which a 
member wanted to ask. As a conse¬ 
quence, the meeting was confined to 
the legal requirements of our annual 
meeting. 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

(a) Financial Statements 

The Treasurer, Betty Blashill, pre¬ 
sented the Financial Statements for 
the fiscal year ending April 30, 2001. 
Moved by Betty Blashill and sec¬ 
onded by Heather Wilson that the 
Treasurer’s Report be accepted. Car¬ 
ried. 

(b) Appointment of Auditor 

Moved by Betty Blashill and sec¬ 
onded by Daphne Payne that Antony 
Polzer, Chartered Accountant, be 
nominated as auditor of this Corpora¬ 
tion for the fiscal year ending April 30, 
2002 at a remuneration to be fixed by 
the Board of Directors, and that the 
Board be hereby authorized to fix such 
remumeration. Carried. 

6. Confirmation of Actions of 
Executive 

Moved by Jocelyn Neysmith and 
seconded by Dave Don that all acts, 
contracts, by-laws, proceedings, ap- 
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pointments, elections, and payments 
enacted, made, done, and taken by the 
Directors and Officers of the Corpo¬ 
ration since the annual meeting of the 
Corporation held October 2 nd 2000 and 
referred to in the minutes of the meet¬ 
ings of the Board of Directors, or in 
the annual reports of the Corporation, 
be approved, ratified and confirmed. 
Carried. 

8. Nomination Committee Re¬ 
port 

There being no further nomina¬ 
tions having been received by the Sec¬ 
retary prior to September 30 as required 
by the Club by-laws, it was moved by 
Pierre Arnold of the Nominating Com¬ 
mittee and seconded by Barbara Reid 


that the following list of persons, who 
had previously consented to act in such 
capacity, be nominated as directors of 
the Corporation to hold office until the 
first annual meeting of the Corporation 
6r until their successors have been 
elected, of appointed, subject to the 
provisions of the Corporation’s by-laws 
and the Business Corporation Act 1982 
namely: 

Brian McHattie 
Doris Clayton - Publicity 
Glenn Barrett 

Warren Beacham - Sanctuaries 
Brian Wylie 

Tom Crooks - Programme 
Betty Blashill 

Jen Baker -Conservation/Education 


Glaciers Melting Faster 


In July, Science magazine reported 
that Alaskan glaciers are melting about 
twice as fast as previously thought. 
Researchers from the University of 
Alaska’s Geophysical Institute found 
that the rate of thinning of the glaciers 
has doubled in the past five years. 

This discovery suggests that the 
rise in sea level as a result of global 
climate change will likely be much 
greater. The increase had been pre¬ 
dicted to be about 11 centimetres (4.3 
inches) by the end of this century, but 
the new evidence indicates this will be 
greater because Alaska is expected to 
provide about half of the sea level rise 
from melting glaciers. More than 100 
million people live on land within one 
metre of sea level, and thus are par¬ 
ticularly susceptible to storm surges. 

Other studies published this sum¬ 
mer have found a sharp decline in the 


salinity of waters in the Ross Sea near 
Antarctica, as well as warmer air and 
water temperatures in the area, and 
confirmed that the West Antarctic ice 
sheet is melting more rapidly. This melt¬ 
ing is considered a major factor in the 
decreased salinity which in turn could 
affect major ocean currents. 

One of these currents, the Gulf 
Stream, brings about 5 centigrade de¬ 
grees of warmth to Europe and the 
east coast of Canada. Some scientists 
believe that a major flow of fresh wa¬ 
ter into the North Atlantic from the 
Greenland glaciers reversed the Gulf 
Stream in the past, and may do so 
again in the future as a result of cli¬ 
mate change. 

If this happens, it would paradoxi¬ 
cally cause a dramatic drop in tem¬ 
peratures in areas bordering the North 
Atlantic, 


Joan Hall 

Jean Stollard - Membership 
Bill Lamond - Field Events 
Don McLean - Publications 
Ken Hall - FON rep 
Elaine Serena - Social 

Carried. 


Moved by Pierre Arnold and sec¬ 
onded by Barbara Reid that the fol¬ 
lowing persons hold office in the 
Corporation for the coming year or 
until their successors are elected or 
appointed, namely: 


Past President 
President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 


Glenn Barrett 
Brian McHattie 
Brian Wylie 
Betty Blashill 
Joan Hall 

Carried. 


8. Adjournment 


On motion from Glenn Barrett, sec¬ 
onded by Kim Smith, the annual gen¬ 
eral meeting was adjourned at 8:45 
p.m. 

We certify that the above are the 
true minutes of the Annual General 
Meeting of the Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club held on October 15 th , 2001. 


Signed: 

Glenn Barrett, President 


Margaret McFadyen, Secretary )jp 
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Antony Polzer Chartered Accountant 


388 Denlow Avenue, Hamilton, Ontario L9C 6Z5 Tel. 90S 388 1567, 90S 388 1659 Fax. 905 574 2242 

AUDITOR'S REPORT 


To the Shareholders of: 

Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

1 have audited the statement of financial position of Hamilton Naturalists' Club as at April 30, 2002 and 
the statements of revenue and expenditures and surplus and cash flows for the year then ended. These 
financial statements are the responsibility of the Club's management. My responsibility is to express an 
opinion on these financial statements based on my audit. 

Except as explained in the following paragraph, l conducted my audit in accordance with Canadian 
generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that 1 plan and perform an audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit 
includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial 
statements. An audit aliso includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates 
made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. 

In common with many charitable organizations, the Club derives income from donations and fund¬ 
raising activities, the completeness of which is not susceptible to satisfactory audit verification. 
Accordingly, my verification of donation and fund-raising revenue was limited to the amounts recorded 
in the records of the Club, and I was not able to determine whether any adjustments might be necessary 
to donations and fund-raising revenue, net assets and surplus. 

In my opinion, except for the effect of adjustments, if any, which 1 might have determined to be 
necessary had 1 been able to satisfy myself concerning the completeness of the donations and fund¬ 
raising income referred to in the preceding paragraph, these financial statements present fairly, in all 
material respects, the financial position of the Club as at April 30, 2002 and the results of its operations 
and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian generally accepted accounting 
principles. 



Hamilton, Ontario 
July 29, 2002 


CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB 
BALANCE SHEET 
AS AT APRIL 30, 2002 


CAPITAL ASSETS (Note 


$ 119.698 S 122.452 


LIABILITIES 


Restricted Surplus (Note 2 ) 
Unrestricted Surplus 


APPROVED ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD: 


S 119.698 $ 122.452 


HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB 
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE AND SURPLUS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED APRIL 30,2002 


REVENUE (Note 5) ' 


Bank Charges, Legal, Insurance, Audit 
Sanctuary Property Taxes 
Sanctuary Equipment and Maintenance 
General Meetings 

Publicity 

Olher 

Donations 


SURPLUS, BEGINNING OF YEAR 
SURPLUS, END OF YEAR 


(2,434) (166,799) 

119.932 286,731 

$ 117.498 S 119.932 



Donations pledged are not recorded in the financial statements until they are received. 



The Sanctuary fund includes $5,000 ($5,000 in 2001) which must be maintained by the Club at 


3. CAPITAL ASSETS 

Spooky Hollow Sanctuary, at nominal value 
Spooky Hollow Sanctuary Addition, at nominal value 
Short Hills Wilderness Area, at nominal value 
Short Hills Wilderness Area Addition, at nominal value 
Equipment, at nominal value 





10,755 


7,202 
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By Rob Dobos 

Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2002 to May 31: 245. Underlined species or dates require 
documentation by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird 
Records Committee. For species marked with “#”, all reported records are listed. For all other species, only highlights are 
listed. 

Observers: Gerald Chappie (GCh), Nina Chappie (NCh), Barb Charlton (BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh), William Crins 
(WC), Dawn Christilaw (DCh), Jack Christilaw (JCh), Jim Cram (JC), Tom Crooks (TC), Robert Curry (RC), Rob Dobos 
(RD), Dave Don (DD), Jim Dowall (JD), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), Audrey Gamble (AG), Brad Gray (BG), Mark Jennings 
(MJ), Bill Lamond (BL), Dennis Lewington (DL), Gwen Lewington (GL), Rick Ludkin (RL), Curtis Marantz (CM), Kevin 
McLaughlin (KM), Gerard McNaughton (GMN), Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), John Olmsted (JO), Jim Quinn 
(JQ), Alfred Raab (AR), Dan Salisbury (DS), Glenda Slessor (GS), Bill Smith (BS), Rick Snider (RSn), Robert Stamp (RSt), 
Mike Street (MS), Jim Watt (JW), Ken Williams (KWi), Don Wills (DW), Brian Wylie (BW), many observers (m.obs.). 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the migration 
L -last occurrence for the migration 
HSA -Hamilton Study Area 
terr. -territorial bird& 


MAY 2002: 


Plumages,etc.: 

m. -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 
ba. -basic 
alt. -alternate 
subad. -subadult 

1 st yr. -first year 


Counties/Regions/Cities: 
Brant [5R] 

Haldimand [HD] 

Halton [HL\ 

Hamilton [ HM] 

Niagara [VG] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [WT\ 

Wellington [WL] 


Red-throated Loon#: One ba. on Lake Ontario off Frederick Ave, Stoney Creek [ HM] May 1 (KM). 

Common Loon: 30 offN Shore of Hamilton Harbour [HM] May 2 (KM); two off Shoreacres [HL] May 17 (LE); two off 
Fifty Point C.A. [ HM/NG] May 18 (RD); two past Woodland Cemetery [ HM] May 20 (RD); one off Guelph Line [HL] May 
25 (KM). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Five at Mountsberg C.A. [HM/WL] May 2 (RD); one terr. at Baptist Church Rd, Onondaga Twp [BR] 
May 3-8 (DW); one terr. at Millgrove Loam Pits [HM] May 15 (CM,TC,DD). 

Horned Grebe: Two offTravelodge Hotel [HL] and two on Harbour off Bayshore Park [HM] May 2 (KM); five at Bronte 
Harbour [HL] May 26 (BW). 

Red-necked Grebe: Five offN Shore of Harbour [HM] May 2-3 (KM;RD); two off L.P. Sayers Park [HM] May 3 
(KM); 20 off Spencer Smith Park [HL] May 18 (RD); one pair building a nest at Bronte Harbour May 20 (RD). 
American White Pelican#: One ad. between Spencer Smith Park and Bronte Harbour May 15*-21 (BG;m.obs.). 
American Bittern#: One terr. at Safari Rd Wetland [HM] May 23-24 (RD;TC). 

Least Bittern#: One terr. at Millgrove Loam Pits May 28*-29 (RC;CE). 

Great Egret#: Two at Valley Inn [HL] May 11 (RD,CE). 

Green Heron: Two at Kelson Ave [VG] May 18 (RD). 

Turkey Vulture: Birds at Beamer C.A., Grimsby [NG]: 492 -Mar 29, 626 -Mar 30, 880 -Mar 31, 349 -Apr 6 (NPH). 
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Brant#: 14 at Spencer Smith Park May 1 (CE). and 19 there May 2 (RD); 90 off N Shore of Harbour May 2 (KM): 15 on 
Harbour off Indian Point [HM] May 14 (JQ et al.)\ 14 at Bronte Harbour May 20-26 (AR;m.obs.). 

Trumpeter Swan: One pair nesting at Dundas Marsh [ HM] May 20 (RD). 

Mandarin Duck: One male escapee was at Smithville Sewage Ponds [M7] May 20 (CE,CM). 

American Wigeon: Two at Smithville Sewage Ponds [NG] May 11-18 (RD,CE); one m. at Millgrove Loam Pits May 15 
(CM,TC,DD); one at Windermere Basin [ HM] May 27 (CM). 

Blue-winged Teal: Two at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 11-18 (RD,CE); one m. at Middletown Marsh [HM] May 23 
(RD). 

Northern Shoveler: Two at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 11-18 (RD,CE); four off Bayshore Park May 19 (RD); four at 
Dundas Marsh May 20 (RD); five at Windermere Basin May 22 (RD). 

Green-winged Teal: Two at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 11 (RD,CE). 

Ring-necked Duck: 20 at Mountsberg C.A. May 2 (RD); one m. at Windermere Basin May 25-29 (KM;RD). 

Lesser Scaup: Three at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 11 (RD,CE); 25 at Windermere Basin May 25 (KM). 

Surf Scoter: 50 off DeWitt Rd [HM] May 1 (KM); 20 off Travelodge Hotel May 2 (KM); one off Spencer Smith Park May 
18 (CM). 

White-winged Scoter: Four off DeWitt Rd May 1 (KM); 75 circling off Spencer Smith Park were later seen flying west 
over Dundas Marsh May 16 (MS,BS); one off Fifty Point C.A. May 18 L (RD). 

Black Scoter: Three off Frederick Ave, Stoney Creek May 1 L (KM). 

Long-tailed Duck: 300 off Fifty Point C.A. May 18 (RD). 

Bufflehead: One f. at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 18 (RD); two m. at Windermere Basin May 25-29 (KM;RD). 
Common Goldeneye: One 1 st alt. m. off Bayshore Park May 2 (KM). 

Common Merganser: One m. off NE Shore of Harbour May 18 (RD). 

Red-breasted Merganser: Two off Shoreacres May 25 (KM). 

Ruddy Duck: 25 at Mountsberg C.A. May 1 (RD); seven m. at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 18 (RD); six m. at 
Windermere Basin May 22-29 (RD;KM); five at Van Wagners Ponds [HM] May 31 (LE). 

Osprey: Birds at Beamer C. A.: 2 - Mar 30 .1 -May 11 L (NPH); one pair staking out a possible nest site on Grand River near 
Middleport [2?R] in early May (DW); one at Dundas Marsh May 20 (RD). 

Bald Eagle#: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 3 -Mar 12 F, 6 -Mar 29, 4 -Apr 24, 4 -May 1,12 -May 4, 1 subad.-May 15 L (NPH); 
one l sl yr. at Hwy 403 & Waterdown Rd [HL] May 27 (CM). 

Northern Harrier: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 1 F, 20 -Apr 16, 20 -Apr 30, 1 -May 10 L (NPH); a terr. pair at 
Taquanyah C.A. [HD] May 16 (JM). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 7 F, 348 -Apr 11, 291 -Apr 15, 260 -Apr 16, 270 -Apr 17, 222 -Apr 
18, 17-May 15 L (NPH). 

Cooper’s Hawk: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 5 F, 19 -Mar 30, 48 -Mar 31, 23 -Apr 18, 13 -May 5 L (NPH); one on a 
nest at Chedoke Radial Trail May 19 (RSn,RSt); one imm. at Rock Chapel May 27 (BW). 

Northern Goshawk#: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 11 *, 1 -Mar 17,2 -Mar 24,2-Apr 6, l^Apr9,1 -Apr 11,1 imm. -May 
15 L (NPH). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 2 -Mar 9 F, 73 -Mar 24, 1 -May 11 L (NPH). 

Broad-winged Hawk: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Apr 15 *, 1217 -Apr 18, 569 -Apr 24, 1 -dark morp h -Apr 27 (second 
record for Beamer), 167 -May 1, 3 -May 15 (NPH). 
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SWAINSON’S HAWK#: The bird previously reported at Beamer C.A. Apr 18 was a dark morph individual (NPH). 
Rough-legged Hawk: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 16 F, 1 -Apr 24 L (NPH). 

Golden Eagle#: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 25 *, 1 -Mar 31, 1 -Apr 7, 1 -Apr 24, 2 -Apr 27, 1 -May 4, 1 -May 11 L 
(NPH). 

Merlin#: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 2 -Mar 15 F, 2 -May 1, 1 -May 3, 1 -May 6 L (NPH). 

Peregrine Falcon#: Birds at Beamer C.A.: 1 -Mar 14 F, 1 -Mar 19, 1 -Mar 30, 1 -Mar 31, 1 -Apr 4, 1 -Apr 18 L (NPH); 
an imm. with a radio transmitter was at CCIW \HL\ and Shoreacres May 9 and again at CCIW May 22 (RD); the resident 
pair nesting at Hamilton’s Sheraton Hotel [. HM] were feeding two chicks by May 16 (AG). 

Wild Turkey#: One terr. m. at Mulligan Rd, Onondaga Twp [BR] through May (DW). 

Virginia Rail#: One terr. at Safari Rd Wetland May 15 (CM,TC,DD); one terr. at Dundas Marsh May 20 (RD). 

Sora#: Three terr. at Dundas Marsh May 4 (BW); two terr. at Safari Rd Wetland May 15 (CM,TC,DD); one at 
Confederation Park [HM] May 19 (LE); one terr. at Middletown Marsh May 25 (RD). 

Common Moorhen#: One at Millgrove Loam Pits May 28-29 (BW;CE). 

American Coot: One at Mountsberg C.A. May 2 (RD); one at Taquanyah C.A. [HD] May 16 L (JM). 

Black-bellied Plover: One at Tollgate Ponds May 26 * (BW). 

Semipalmated Plover: Six at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 11 * (RD,CE); three at Windermere Basin May 25 (RD et 

al.). 

PIPING PLOVER#: One unbanded bird at Tollgate Ponds May 21 *-24 (DS;m.obs.). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Four at 5 th Rd E, Saltfleet May 3 (KM); three at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 11 L (RD,CE). 
Lesser Yellowlegs: Six at S h Rd E, Saltfleet May 3 (KM); four at Burloak Woods (MJ) and 100 at Smithville Sewage 
Ponds (RD,CE) May 11; two at Shell Park [HL\ May 20 L (RD). 

Solitary Sandpiper: One at Shell Park May 7 * (CE); two at Shoreacres Creek May 9-10 (RD;CE); two at Burloak Woods 
[. HL] (MJ) and 15 at Smithville Sewage Ponds (RD,CE) May 11. 

Willet#: One at Shell Park May 20 * (MJ;m.obs.); one at Windermere Basin May 26 (CE et al.). 

Upland Sandpiper#: One terr. at 10 lh Rd E, Saltfleet [HM] May 15 (LE). 

Whimbrel#: One at Tollgate Ponds May 27*-31 (DD;m.obs.). 

Ruddy Turnstone: One at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 17 * (CM); four at Windermere Basin May 18 (RD,BW), and 10 
there May 29 (RD). 

Sanderling: One at Tollgate Ponds May 26 * (BW). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: One at Tollgate Ponds May 22 * (RD); 300 at Tollgate Ponds and 32 at Windermere Basin May 
26 (BW). 

Least Sandpiper: Nine at 5 lh Rd E, Saltfleet May 3 * (KM); 12 at Tollgate Ponds May 9 (RD); 195 at Smithville Sewage 
Ponds and 55 at Mountain & Elmtree Rds [ NG ] May 11 (RD,CE); 13 at Shell Park May 25 (RD). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: One at Windermere Basin May 26 * (BCh). 

Dunlin: Five at 5 th Rd E, Saltfleet May 3 (KM); 25 past Van Wagners Beach May 9 (RD); three at Burloak Woods (MJ) 
and six at Mountain & Elmtree Rds (RD,CE) May 11; birds on May 18 (RD): 25 -Fifty Point C.A., 28 -Smithville Sewage 
Ponds, 6 -Thirty & Sobie Rds [AG]; nine at Tollgate Ponds May 22 (RD); 125 at Windermere Basin May 25 (RD et al.). 
CURLEW SANDPIPER#: One male at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 16 * (DD,CE,TC;m.obs.) was only the second 
HSA record and the first since 1954. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Four at Burloak Woods (MJ) and one at Smithville Sewage Ponds (RD,CE) May 11*. 
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Common Snipe: One terr. at Baptist Church Rd, Onondaga Twp late Apr-early May (DW). 

Wilson’s Phalarope#: Birds at Smithville Sewage Ponds: If. -May 16*-20 (CE,DD,TC;m.obs.), lm. -May 18 (RD), 
2f.,2m. -May 26 (CE et al.). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: Four off Fifty Point C.A. May 18 (RD). 

Iceland Gull#: One 1 st alt. at Fifty Point C.A. May 11 L (RD,CE). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull#: One l sl alt. at PetroCanada Pier [HL] May 20 L (RC,GS). 

Forster’s Tern#: One at LaSalle Marina May 2 (KM); one off Shoreacres May 9 L (RD). 

Black Tern#: One at Windermere Basin May 25*-26 (DD;m.obs.) and two there May 27 (CE,CM). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: One at Shoreacres May 7 * (JD). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo#: One at Turner Tract, Halton Region Forest [HL] May 30 * (CE,TC). 

Common Nighthawk: One over Brock St, Dundas May 26 * (BW). 

Chimney Swift: One at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 18 * (RD) was the first reported. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One at Shoreacres Creek May 10 * (CE). 

Red-headed Woodpecker#: One at Beverly Swamp [HM] (CM,TC,DD) and one at Beamer C.A. (MS) May 15 F; one 
at Shoreacres May 20 (CE). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker#: One at Beamer C.A. May 15 (MS); one at Dundas Valley C.A. [HM] May 17-20 (BW;RD); 
one f. at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley [HM] May 20 (RD); one at Cone 5 W of Valens Rd [HM] May 21 (BC); one terr. pair 
at Cone 4 E of Milgrove Sideroad [HM] May 24 (BW). 

Pileated Woodpecker#: One at Foreman Rd Wetland [HM] May 16 (MS); one at Bronte Creek Prov Park [HL] May 22 
(CM,TC); one at Rock Chapel Sanctuary [HM] May 23 (BW). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One at Shell Park May 20 * (RD). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One at Van Wagners Ponds (RC,GS) and one at Dundas Valley C.A. (RD) May 20 *; 
Acadian Flycatcher#: One banded at Ruthven Park, Cayuga [HD] May 26 * (RL). 

Alder Flycatcher: One at Shell Park May 20 * (RD); one terr. at Crieff Bog [WL] May 24 (TC). 

Willow Flycatcher: One at Shoreacres May 16 * (TC). 

Least Flycatcher: One at Hendrie Valley (BW) and one at Middletown Marsh (BC) May 5 *. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One at Middletown Marsh (BC,BW) and one at Joshua Creek, Oakville (JW) May 5 *; one at 
Gage Park [HM] May 7 (LE). 

Eastern Kingbird: Two at Shell Park May 7 * (CE). 

Yellow-throated Vireo#: One at Ruthven Park, Cayuga May 7 * (RL); one terr. m. at Dundas Valley C.A. May 20 (RD). 
Blue-headed Vireo: Two at Joshua Creek, Oakville May 5 * (JW); four terr. at Hyde Tract [HM] May 15 (CM,TC,DD); 
one at Christie C.A. [HM] May 26 L (BW). 

Philadelphia Vireo: One at Van Wagners Ponds May 15 * (TC,CE); one at Gage Park May 22 (LE); one at Shoreacres 
May 30 L (CM). 

Red-eyed Vireo: One at Woodland Cemetery and one at S Shore of Cootes Paradise [HM] May 11 * (RD,CE). 

Tufted Titmouse#: One terr. at S Shore of Cootes Paradise May 11 (RD,CE). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: One at Woodland Cemetery May 21 L (RD). 

Carolina Wren#: Two terr. at Dundas Marsh May 1-31 (m.obs.); two terr. at Shoreacres May 1-31 (m.obs.); one terr. at 
Hendrie Valley May 5 (BW); one at Shell Park May 7-25 (CE;RD); two terr. at S Shore of Cootes Paradise May 11 
(RD,CE); one at Van Wagners Ponds May 11-22 (RD,CE;CM,TC); two at Bronte Harbour May 20 (RD); one at 
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Confederation Park May 21-31 (LE). 

Winter Wren: One at Shoreacres May 15 L (RD); one terr. m. at Rock Chapel Sanctuary May 27 (GCh.NCh). 

Marsh Wren#: Five terr. at Dundas Marsh May 4 * (BW); three terr. at Millgrove Loam Pits May 15 (CM,TC,DD); one 
at Van Wagners Ponds May 23 (CE); three terr. at Safari Rd Wetland May 23 (RD). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at Chedoke Radial Trail (RSn.RSt) and one at LaSalle Park (RD) May 19 L. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One at School St, Waterdown [HM] May 28 L (RD). 

Veery: One at Gage Park May 9 * (LE). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: One at Shoreacres May 15 * (RD). 

Swainson’s Thrush: One at Dundas Valley C.A. May 10 * (CE et al.). 

Hermit Thrush: Three at Highland Gardens Park [HM] May 11 (RD,CE); one at Shoreacres May 15 L (RD). 

Wood Thrush: One at Hendrie Valley May 5 * (LE). 

Gray Catbird: Three at Joshua Creek, Oakville May 5 * (JW). 

American Pipit: One at Burloak Woods May 11 L (MJ). 

Blue-winged Warbler: Three at Middletown Marsh May 5 * (BC,BW); six at Dundas Valley C.A. May 10 (CM et al.). 
“Lawrence’s” Warbler#: One m. at Middletown Marsh May 5 * (BC,BW); one m. at Berry Tract [HM] May 7 (BW); 
one m. at Dundas Valley C.A. May 8-on (BW;m.obs.). 

“Brewster’s” Warbler#: One m. at Dundas Valley C.A. May 17*-20 (BW;RD). 

Golden-winged Warbler#: Two at Joshua Creek, Oakville [HL] May 5 (JW); two at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley May 10- 
21 (CE et al.); one f. at Bronte Creek Prov Park May 22 (CM,TC). 

Tennessee Warbler: Five at Dundas Valley C.A. May 20 * (RD). 

Orange-crowned Warbler#: One at Berry Tract May 7 * (BW); one at Dundas Valley C.A. May 10-20 (CM et al.); one 
at Highland Gardens Park May 11-19L (RD,CE;RSn,RSt); one at Burloak Woods May 11 (MJ). 

Nashville Warbler: One at Shoreacres May 30 L (CM). 

Northern Parula#: One at Joshua Creek, Oakville May 5 * (JW); one at Chedoke Radial Trail [HM] May 11 (RSn); one at 
Shoreacres May 15-21 (RDeta/.); one at Bronte Creek Prov Park May 22 (CM,TC); one at School St, Waterdown May 23 
L (RD). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: One at Middletown Marsh (BC) and one at Joshua Creek, Oakville (JW) May 5 *; seven at 
LaSalle Park May 19 (RD); one at Shoreacres May 30 L (CM). 

Magnolia Warbler: One at Middletown Marsh (BC) and one at Joshua Creek, Oakville (JW) May 5 *; three at Greenwood 
Park, Burlington [HL] and five at Bronte May 25 (RD). 

Cape May Warbler#: Two at School St, Waterdown May 15 * (RD); one at Gage Park May 22 (LE). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: One at Middletown Marsh (BC) and one at Joshua Creek, Oakville (JW) May 5 *; one at 
Greenwood Park and one at Shoreacres May 25 L (RD). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: 20 at School St, Waterdown May 3 (RD); 15 at Burlington Ship Canal [HL] May 10 (RD); 40 at 
Fifty Point C.A. May 11 (RD,CE); one at Shoreacres May 25 L (RD). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: Two at Bronte Creek Prov Park and one at Shoreacres May 22 L (CM,TC). 
Blackburnian Warbler: One at Middletown Marsh May 5 * (BC); two at Shoreacres and two at Bronte Creek Prov Park 
May 22 L (CM,TC). 

Pine Warbler: One at Rock Chapel Sanctuary May 23-27 (BW;GCh,NCh). 
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Palm Warbler: Eight at Fifty Point C.A. May 11 (RD,CE); one. at Shoreacres and one at Van Wagners Ponds May 22 L. 
(CM.TC). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: One at Joshua Creek, Oakville May 5 * (JW); one at Shoreacres May 30 L (CM). 

Blackpoll Warbler: One at Walkers Line at Lake [HL\ (BW) and two at Shoreacres (CM) May 18 *. 

Black-and-white Warbler: One at Middletown Marsh May 5 * (BC); one at Shoreacres May 23 L (CM). 

American Redstart: One at Middletown Marsh May 5 * (BC); two at Shoreacres May 30 L (CM). 

Ovenbird: One at Gage Park May 2 (LE). 

Northern Waterthrush: Two at Fifty Point C.A. May 1 (RD). 

Louisiana Waterthrush#: One terr. m. at Bronte Creek, Carlisle [HM] May 20 (RC); one terr. m. at Spring Creek Valley 
[HM] May 21 (RSt). 

Mourning Warbler#: One terr. at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley May 20 * (RD); one at Shoreacres May 21-23(RD etal.)\ 
one at Rock Chapel Sanctuary May 27 (GCh,NCh). 

Common Yellowthroat: One at Joshua Creek May 5 * (JW). 

Hooded Warbler#: One banded at Ruthven Park, Cayuga May 8 * (RL); one f. at Van Wagners Ponds May 20 (RC,GS); 
two terr. at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley May 20-on (RD et al.)\ two terr. at Dundas Valley C.A. (RSn,RSt,JO). 

Wilson’s Warbler: One at Shoreacres May 16 * (TC); one at Shoreacres May 30 L (CM). 

Canada Warbler: One at Van Wagners Ponds May 15 * (TC,CE). 

Yellow-breasted Chat#: One at Olympic Arena, Dundas [HM] May 26 * (BW). 

Scarlet Tanager: Two at Red Hill Valley [HM] May 9 * (KWi); one at Gage Park May 16 (LE). 

Clay-colored Sparrow#: One at Powerline & Paddy Green Rds, Ancaster [HM] May 20 * (RSn,RSt,JO); one at Dundas 
Valley C.A. May 23 (CE,TC). 

Grasshopper Sparrow#: Two terr. at Cone 4 W of Brock Rd [HM] May 15*-on (CM,TC,DD). 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: One at Red Hill Valley May 9 * (KWi); one at Dundas Marsh May 20 L (RD). 

White-throated Sparrow: One at LaSalle Park May 19 L (RD). 

White-crowned Sparrow: One at Shell Park May 8 F (CE); 10 at Fifty Point C.A. May 11 (RD,CE). 

Dark-eyed Junco: One at Brock St, Dundas May 2 L (BW). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One at Middletown Marsh (BC) and two at Joshua Creek, Oakville (JW) May 5. 

Indigo Bunting: One at Shoreacres May 7 * (LE). 

Bobolink: One at 10 lh Rd E, Saltfleet May 5 * (LE). 

Rusty Blackbird: One at Gage Park May 15 L (LE). 

Baltimore Oriole: One at Woodland Cemetery and one at Brock St, Dundas May 5 * (BW). 

Orchard Oriole#: One m. at Berry Tract May 7 (BW); one at Dundas Valley C.A. May 8 (BW); one terr. at Van Wagners 
Ponds May 22 (CM,TC); a pair at Snake Rd, Aldershot [HL] May 26 (WC); one m. at Rock Chapel Sanctuary May 26 
(GCh,NCh); a pair at Olympic Arena, Dundas May 27 (CM). 

Purple Finch: One at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley May 10 L (CM). 

Pine Siskin: Four at Kilbride [HL] May 15 * (DCh,JCh); one at Shoreacres May 20 L (fide CE). 

Please send your bird records for June-July 2002 by Nov. 10 to: Rob Dobos, 22 School St., P.O. Box 722, Waterdown, Ont., 
LOR 2H0; ph: (905) 690-7705; e-mail: rob.dobos@ec.gc.ca 
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by Michael Rowlands 

The Bird Study Group (BSG) kicked 
off its new season on September 16 
with a turnout of 65 people at Shaklee 
Canada, including 15 first-timers. 

Glenda Slessor, our group leader, 
made some general announcements 
and introduced the BSG organizing com¬ 
mittee, then turned the floor over to 
Dennis Lewington, who led the 
sightings report. 

Many people reported shorebirds 
migrating southward through our re¬ 
gion. Also of interest were some North¬ 
ern Mockingbirds sighted in west 
Hamilton, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks in 
the Bayshore Boulevard area. Sandhill 
Cranes at Peter’s Corners, and Chim¬ 
ney Swifts at Westdale United Church. 
Heavy thrush migrations were reported 
over Burlington the night before the 
meeting and the annual Broad-winged 
Hawk migration was expected any day! 

Mike Street gave a short presenta¬ 
tion on the Christmas Bird Count and 
mentioned that more volunteers are 
needed for this activity this year. If 
you want more information or would 
like to participate on Boxing Day, 
please contact Mike at 905-648-3737. 

Mike Rowlands announced that the 
Ross Thompson Trophy for young 


birders will be offered again this year 
to the HNC member under 18 years of 
age who submits the most species of 
birds seen in southern Ontario in the 
calendar year. The deadline for sub¬ 
mission of the list is the end of Febru¬ 
ary 2003. Further details will be 
available at future meetings. 

In keeping with our ongoing theme 
of presenting local birding hot spots, 
Tom Crooks and Cheryl Edgecombe 
of the BSG organizing committee did a 
joint presentation on an area in Cootes 
Paradise known as “The Willows.” 

They challenged the audience to 
identify nine different local birds from 
recordings of their songs and sounds. 
Then we were shown slides of the 
birds and listened to the calls again. All 
were birds that can be seen in habitats 
like The Willows, such as Least Bittern, 
American Bittern, Sora Rail, Virginia 
Rail, Marsh Wren, Common Yellow- 
throat and Prothonotary Warbler. 

Tom and Cheryl added a new di¬ 
mension to our presentations and we 
will continue with the theme of identi¬ 
fying birds by their songs throughout 
the year. 

Tom also noted that HNC birders 
will be conducting organized tours of 
The Willows twice a week this fall to 
help people try to find Nelson’s Sharp¬ 
tailed Sparrows, which have been seen 
in this area in previous years. The 
RBG asked the HNC to lead the tours 
rather than have people trampling 
through this delicate environment on 
their own. For further information about 
dates of the tours, contact Tom Crooks 
at 905-634-1178. 

After our usual refreshment break, 


Judy Atkinson introduced Don Wills, 
one of the BSG’s regular members, 
who spoke to us about nest box con¬ 
servation. He illustrated his talk with 
an assortment of excellent slides, many 
taken by professional wildlife photog¬ 
rapher Robert McCaw. 

Don builds, erects, maintains and 
monitors boxes for Eastern Bluebirds, 
Tree Swallows, Wood Ducks, Mal¬ 
lards and Prothonotary Warblers. How¬ 
ever, his boxes have sometimes been 
occupied by other species, such as 
Northern Saw-whet Owls, Eastern 
Screech-owls, Marsh Wrens and even 
honey bees! 

His 50 mijes of boxes were the 
most productive bluebird trail in On¬ 
tario this year with 557 fledglings from 
134 pairs. In 15 years, one square in 
his Birding Atlas territory has gone 
from having no nesting bluebirds at all 
to having 87 pairs this summer, thanks 
to his nest boxing efforts. From the 
slides we saw, maintaining a nest box 
trail is hard work, but it’s a good way 
to stay trim, Don noted. There is a lot 
of walking and canoeing involved, so it 
keeps him in shape! 

Throughout his talk, Don told us 
about the predators that prey on the 
many occupants of his boxes (such as 
raccoons, possums, starlings, hawks, 
cardinals and jays) and some of the 
strategies for keeping them away, such 
as mounting boxes on metal poles or 
over water or near electric fences. He 
also told us about different nest box 
designs that encourage certain species 
to nest and discourage others. 

One interesting, bluqbird box was 
designed by George Coker and fea¬ 
tured two compartments: an outer “mud 
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room” (where the parents could shake 
off before feeding the young), and an 
inner “bedroom” where the young could 
be raised in a dry, warm nest. Another 
was a cylindrical nest box for Mallard 
ducks made from flax straw. 

Next Don shared with us many 
photos of Ospreys in the Caledonia 
area where he lives. These fish eaters 
build large platform nests atop hydro 
poles. Red-headed Woodpeckers were 
also shown - they use tree cavities 
and don’t nest in boxes. 

The final part of the talk was de- 


Action for Birds 

The American Bird Conservancy 
and two other conservation organiza¬ 
tions have filed a formal petition with 
the U.S. Federal Communications Com¬ 
mission demanding that it cease issu¬ 
ing licenses for new communication 
towers along the Gulf coast from Texas 
to Florida until an assessment is com¬ 
pleted of the adverse effects of the 
towers on migratory birds. 

The groups are arguing that the 
towers are violating the Migratory Bird 
Treaty and the U.S. Endangered Spe¬ 
cies Act by contributing to thousands 
of bird kills. The south coast of the 
U.S. is a critical stopover point for 
neotropical migrants.The Conservancy 
identified 230 species killed by towers 
along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
estimates that as many as 40 million 
birds are killed each year in collisions 
with towers and wires. There are al¬ 
ready 60,000 lit towers in the U.S. and 
it is estimated a further 50,000 will be 
built over the next decade. |J| 


voted to the Prothonotary Warbler, 
which Don feels is in trouble in south¬ 
ern Ontario. Don builds special natural 
cavity boxes for them and has placed 
boxes in every available habitat he can 
find. They prefer a Carolinian slough 
forest environment and this has been 
diminishing in our region over the years. 

Cowbird parasitism has also been 
a big problem for these feisty, dazzling 
yellow songbirds. Near Rondeau Park, 
people have been a problem because 
cottagers put up numerous nest boxes 
for Purple Finches and attract House 
Wrens into the territory; the House 
Wrens proliferate and occupy the boxes 
erected for Prothonotary Warblers! 

While Don was not optimistic that 


the Prothonotary Warbler would be 
able to make a full recovery, it was not 
for lack of effort on his part or that of 
other like-minded people. 

From Don’s talk and slides, we 
gained some wonderful insights into 
what is involved in operating a nest 
box trail and could see that it’s an 
activity that can really make a differ¬ 
ence to the birds. Thanks, Don, for 
sharing your experiences and pictures 
with us! 

Glenda closed the meeting by re¬ 
minding everyone that next month’s 
meeting would feature more interest¬ 
ing talks and guest speaker Paul Grant, 
who will give us an in-depth presenta¬ 
tion on bird songs. 


Book Review: Niagara s Sisters 


by Joan Hall 

Niagara's Sisters, by Scott 
Ensminger, is an interesting descrip¬ 
tion of many beautiful waterfalls, all 
within a two-hour drive of Niagara 
Falls. 

The first section of the book deals 
with geological and human history in¬ 
formation on the Niagara Escarpment, 
Niagara Falls and major attractions 
along the gorge in New York and On¬ 
tario. The second section contains simi¬ 
lar material on 29 other waterfalls in 
the Niagara Falls Region. 

Nineteen of those waterfalls he 
describes are found in Ontario, west of 
Niagara Falls to just west of Hamilton 
on the Niagara Escarpment. The Es¬ 
carpment, where it runs through south¬ 
ern Ontario, was recognized by 
UNESCO as a World Biosphere Re¬ 
serve in 1990. 


Each waterfall description is ac¬ 
companied by an attractive 
photo,interesting geological and human 
history, and a map with precise driving 
and walking (or hiking) instructions, 
which are easy to follow. The book is 
clearly indexed and the author’s Wa¬ 
terfall Statistics and Glossary of Wa¬ 
terfall Terms are simply stated and 
informative. 

Niagara's Sisters is easy to carry 
and easy to read. This book is written 
‘from the heart’. As Scott Ensminger 
says in his introduction: "...I hear the 
river thunder down the cliff. It is a 
sound that speaks of the wonders of 
our planet." 

Niagara's Sisters is published by 
Falzguy Publishing, 784 Meadow Drive, 
North Tonawanda, NY USA 14120. 
Its cost is 20.00 (US) including post¬ 
age. n 
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REGULAR MEETINGS 

Monday, October 7 8 p. m. 

Location: Royal Botanical Gardens 
680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington, Ontario 

Members Night and AGM 
including Falconwatch 2002 
and Ferns of the Bruce 

Our member's night and annual general 
meeting will feature a presentation on last 
summer's successful Falconwatch, and 
slides on last spring's weekend HNC trip to 
the Bruce Peninsula to view ferns. 

Next Month 
Arctic Adventure 

with Margaret McFayden 

Monday, November 4 8:00 p.m. 


ARTISTS WANTED 
(and writers) 

The Wood Duck needs some brightening 
up with more drawings and illustrations. 
Most of what you've seen over the past 
year has been "clip art". Other clubs, much 
smaller than ours, feature the artwork of 
their own members. We should be doing 
that too. It's not necessary that they be 
works of art. Every good naturalist does 
drawings in their field notebooks. Please 
share them with us, along with your inter¬ 
esting sightings and your concerns about 
the issues that you believe are important to 
naturalists and our community. 

Please send submissions to: 

Don McLean, 68-151 Gateshead Cres., 
Stoney Creek,Ontario L8G 3 W1. The phone 
number is (905) 664-8796. You can also e- 
mail articles to: don.mclean@cogeco.ca 
Deadline for submissions is generally the 
15th ofthe month before the issue is dated. 


Bird Study Group 

Monday. October 21 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Shaklee Canada 

952 Century Drive, 

Burlington, Ont. L7L5P2 
7:00-7:30: Decaf Shade Coffee 
Snacks, the Library. 

7:30-9:30: Meeting 
Contact: Mike Rowlands, Director of 
Operations, 905-681-1422 ext. 225 
Speakers: Dave Don and some highlights 
of his 2002 birding year. Paul Grant: Bird 
Song Lessons (and of course, a test). 


Welcome to the Club! 

We would like to welcome the following 
new members who have joined the HNC in 
September: 

Dr. Reuven Dukas 

Marty Ann, Rikki Ann and Tristan Robert 
Dunnett 

Lynda and Ted Hughes 
Steve and Pauline Smith 
Mark Strutt 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday, October 5,1 pm 
ESCARPMENT FALL COLOURS 
This will be a moderately challenging walk 
along the Bruce Trail in the Borers Creek- 
Rock Chapel-Pleasant View area. Vistas 
should be wonderful at this time of year. 
Meet John Hannah at 1pm at the Rock 
Chapel Sanctuary parking lot. Rock Chapel 
Rd. Call John for details at 628-5329. 

Monday, October 14, 2002 
THANKSGIVING COLOURS WALK 
Join Club president Brian McHattie fora fall 
walk in the fantastic Red Hill Val ley. Meet at 
10am at the Mud St. parking lot, just west of 
Mt. Albion Rd. Info from Brian at 540-1094. 


Saturday, October 19, 2002 
SPOOKY HOLLOW WORK DAY 

Meet at the Tim Hortons at Hwy 2 & 53 at 
8am. We will be doing trail, bridge and 
boardwalk maintenance as well as general 
clean-up. We’ll also hike the trails to enjoy 
the fall colours. Experience the beauty of 
Spooky. Bring a lunch. Contact Warren 
Beacham for details, 627-3343. 

Sunday, October 20, 2002 

FALL BIRDS-WOODLAND CEMETERY 

Meet Rob Dobos at 8am at the sand piles at 
the east end of Woodland Cemetery. Expect 
to see a fly-past of migrating passerines as 
well as an abundance of waterbirds. Maybe 
hawks as well if the weather and winds are 
right. Call Rob for info, 690-7705. 

Saturday, November 2, 2002 
FALL WILDFLOWER WALK 

Join botany expert Dean Gugler at 9am at 
Princess Pt.,CootesParadise. We willsearch 
the south shore for late flowering plants 
which can be surprisingly numerous at this 
time ofyear. Details from Dean at 627-9779. 

Sunday, November 3, 2002 
HAMILTON FALL BIRD COUNT 
This will be the 29th annual HFBC. It is 
always on the first Sunday in November 
and covers the entire Hamilton Study Area. 
Tojoinorconfirmyourareacall BillLamond 
at (519) 756-9546. 

Saturday, November 9, 2002 
CHRISTIE C.A. WILDERNESS 
Join Brian Wylie for an exploration of the 
“wilderness area” (west end) Of Christie 
and maybe late fall migrant birds. Meet at 
the parking lot at the bridge on Middletown 
Rd. south of Hwy 5 at 10am. Call Brian for 
details 627-4601. 


Events sponsored by the Hamilton Natu¬ 
ralists' Club are led by volunteers. The 
HNC assumes no responsibility forinju- 
ries of any kind sustained by anyone 
participating in any of these activities. 
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HNC Board of Directors 
2001-2002 

Executive 

President: Brian McHattie 
mchattie@interlynx. net 905 540-1094 

Past President: Glenn Barrett 
ncc_images@hotmail. com 905 525-2142 
Vice-President: Brian Wylie 
wyliex4@aol.com 905627^4601 

Secretary: Joan Hall 
kehall@a ttgloba l.net 905 627-1320 
Treasurer: Betty Blashill 
betty.blashill@cogeco.ca 905664-8796 

Directors 

Conservation/Education: Jen Baker 
jenbaker@attcanada.ca 905524-3339 
FON Rep: Ken Hall 
kehall@attglobal.net 905627-1320 
Field Events: Bill Lamond 
kathgard@liotmail. com 519756-9546 
Membership: Jean Stollard 
jjstollard@idirect. com 905 634-3538 
Program: Tom Crooks 
eclectic@worldchat. com 905 634-1178 
Publicity: Doris Clayton 
dbclayton@softhome.net 905 318-8474 
Sanctuary: Warren Beacham 
wbeach808@sympatico. ca 905 627-3343 
Social: Elaine Serena 
eserena@attcanada. ca 905 639-2702 

Wood Duck Editor: Don McLean 
don.mclean@hwcn.org 905 664-8796 

Co-ordinators and 
Representatives 
Junior Naturalists' Co-ordinator: 

Carl Rothfels 905-540-9507 

Mailing Co-ordinator: 

Norm Ralston 905 383-1397 

Volunteer Coordinator: 

Brian Wylie 905627-4601 

Bird Study Group Leader: 

George Drought 905528-0059 

gdrought@wildernessbound.com 

BirdingHotline: 905381-0329 
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Membership Fees 2002-2003 


Life Membership 

$350.00 

Single Membership 

25.00 

Senior/Student Single Membership 

20.00 

Senior/Student Joint Membership 

25.00 

Family Membership 

30.00 

Junior Naturalists - first child 

55.00 

Junior Naturalists - additional children 

45.00 

Honorary Life Member 

None 

Please remit to: The Membership Director, Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

P.O. Box 89052, Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4R5 


HNCPublications 


Hamilton-Wentworth Natural Areas Inventory 

(2 volumes) $60.00 

Reptiles and Amphibians of the Hamilton Area 20.00 

Checklist of the Birds of Hamilton-Wentworth 1.00 

Date Guide to Birds of Hamilton-Wentworth 1.00 

Naturally Hamilton: A Guide to the 

Green Spaces of Hamilton-Wentworth Free 
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The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
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Stoney Creek, ON L8G 3 W1 
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THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the HNC and is produced by volunteer 
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